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A bull had previously been sacrificed across the Nizam's
path as His Highness entered the chief palace gate,
and this was believed to be a propitious omen. His
Highness was led to the musnud by the two Regents,
Salar Jung and Shamsul-Umra, each holding one of his
hands. The Resident then addressed the young Nizam
and offered his congratulations. Colonel Davidson had
only taken over office a month previously on the death
of his predecessor, Colonel Bushby. Both the Regents
and the Resident realized that a change of ruler in
Hyderabad at this moment was most critical and every
precaution was taken against a sudden rising. Nor were
these fears groundless. The following month, in June,
1857, the walls of Hyderabad city were placarded with
notices signed by some of the leading orthodox Moulvies
calling on the " Faithful to murder the Feringhee."
Colonel Davidson at once requested the General Com-
manding (General William Hill) to parade his troops in
full marching order. Fortunately a perfect understand-
ing existed between the Resident and the Prime Minister,
both of whom were present at the review. The people,
impressed by the number of troops and the moral of
the men, were for a time quieted. This, however, did
not last long. Two weeks later a large mob congregated
near the Mekka Musjid and urged on by Moulvie Akbar
raised the green flag, known as the holy standard, and
proclaimed themselves ready to engage in a Jehad,
or holy war, which had for its obj ect the extermination of
the Feringhee, or infidel. The cry " Din " was raised
and urged on by their religious leaders, the mob were soon
in a state of hysterical fenzy. On hearing this, Salar
Jung immediately despatched a corps of Arab mer-
cenaries and posted soldiers at each gate of the city.
By this prompt measure the Prime Minister quelled the